[image: image1.jpg]



                 Cultural-Humanitarian Fund “Sukhumi”
Press-release

September 1, 2010  

Kutaisi
Enlarged meeting of women-deputies of the City Council of Imereti region and activists of Fund “Sukhumi”
On the 3rd of September in the conference-hall of the hotel “Imperial” (#28 Mchedlidze St., Kutaisi) Fund “Sukhumi” will carry out a meeting for women-deputies of the City Council of Imereti region and representatives of public with the support of the National Endowment for Democracy.

The basic part of the meeting will be dedicated to the presentation of a brochure edited by Fund “Sukhumi”.

“Gender and political parties” – is the brochure edited under the authorship of an independent expert Ekaterina Gamakharia. The objective of the edition is to analyze gender components in programme documents and activities of political parties. It contains general characteristic of the gender situation in political spectrum of the country;
There is an effort to define reasons for the low political participation of women and their underrepresentation in the leadership positions of political parties;

There are submitted proposals and recommendations in regard to the strategy to increase female representation in state legislative authorities.

(The edition is based on the research carried out by Fund “Sukhumi” with the support of the organization International Alert).

“Teacher’s trip around the Caucasus” – Georgian reader does not know well Elvira Gorukhina, a teacher from Novosibirsk, a great humanist, psychologist, philosopher, journalist of out time. For her Caucasus, Georgia is the centre of perpetual attraction. She went on the thorny paths of the war for long ten years.

Abkhazia, Karabakh, Kodori, Sumgait, Tskhinvali, Chechnya, Ingushetia. An avalanche of disasters has transformed her trip in the Caucasus into an integral part of her life. Everything started in 1992 in Sukhumi when she appeared in the midst of military confrontation. The first contact with the horror of the war was a Georgian father stunned by grief with the corpse of his baby whom she saw at the airport.
"A person should have a feeling that he is not forgotten. It is important for him to know that someone is not indifferent to the fact he is alive or not! "- This is her confession, her philosophy of life, acquired by pain and sufferings she shared with hundreds of people.
With assistance of the Swedish women’s organization Kvinna till Kvinna Fund “Sukhumi” published and translated the book about perpetual values which arouse feelings of repentance, forgiveness, and love to one’s neighbour.

Connection existing between peacebuilding process and the State development, awareness of the role of women and importance of their participation in social-political processes of the country – participants of the meeting will have possibility to express their position towards these issues. 
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